Dear TOPO-EUROPEANS,
Last Thursday and Friday (23 – 24 November) we had intensive and constructive discussions with a large number of representatives of European Science Foundation (ESF) member organizations (i.e. national research councils and academies). Fifteen countries were represented.

The representatives' comments on (i) our written application, (ii) the suggested texts for the programme summary and call-for-proposals and (iii) the 45 minute presentation  were uniformly very positive. The momentum of our research agenda, the maturing of the research proposal and the high level of self-organization of the TOPO-EUROPE community have put us in a strong position. At the very least, we expect commitments from the required minimum number of member organizations to ensure an ESF EUROCORES. Indeed, it is highly likely that many ESF member organizations will commit to support their nationals in a TOPO-EUROPE EUROCORES.

Formal decisions by the member organizations must be reported to ESF no later than February 28, 2007. A number of member organizations will probably react well before this deadline, but others will undoubtedly wait until the last minute.
We strongly recommend that you continue to lobby your funding agencies, emphasising the broad-based support that TOPO-EUROPE commands in your country. For some countries, it may be necessary to determine the number and quality of possible TOPO-EUROPE participants before approaching your funding agencies. Our recommendations for action and monitoring apply to those of you whose funding agencies were represented in Brussels and those whose funding agencies were not but where significant interest exists from the scientific community to join a TOPO-EUROPE EUROCORES.
We remind you that details of the TOPO-EUROPE science plan are contained in the TOPO-EUROPE white paper, which can be downloaded from http://www.geo.vu.nl/~topo/. The attached programme summary provides your funding agencies with a brief description of TOPO-EUROPE. Assuming that a sufficient number of ESF member organizations sign-up for TOPO-EUROPE, the attached call-for-proposals, suitably modified to include key dates, will be published on March 27.

We request that between now and February 28 you provide us with all relevant information and updates from your country. In turn, we will keep you posted on developments at the ESF level. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
With very best regards,

Sierd Cloetingh

Alan Green

Anke Friedrich

Hans Thybo
